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Ultra Course View (Students) 

Starting Out 

We recommend using the Google Chrome web browser to access MyAberdeen. When opening an 

Ultra course, you are taken to the course’s Content page. On the top-left, you will find the 

navigation bar, which allows you to change between the Content page, the Calendar, the 

Announcements, the Discussions page, the Gradebook page, the Messages page, and the Groups 

page. Any new announcements will now be displayed as a pop-up message once you enter the 

course. To view past announcements, click “Announcements” in the navigation bar. You may now 

also see a course banner image at the top of your course if your instructor or course coordinator 

has enabled this. 

 

Figure 1 The navigation bar in an Ultra course. 

The Course Content Page 
On the Course Content page you can find the learning materials, activities and assessments that 

your instructors have provided. The Details and Actions menu on the left contains the Class 

Register, Course Description, Class Collaborate, Attendance, Groups, Announcements, and Course 

Books and Tools. You can also now view your Course Coordinators above the Details and Actions 

menu. You can message your Course Coordinator by selecting the envelope to the right of their 

name). 

 

Figure 2 An Ultra course page with the message coordinator, Course Content and Details & Actions 
areas highlighted. 
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Alternative Formats (Blackboard Ally) 
Documents provided by your instructors may be available to download in alternative formats, also 

referred to as Ally. To access files in alternative formats in Ultra course view, click on the Ally icon 

next to the file you wish to download and select “Alternative Formats”. You can then choose from 

up to 6 alternative formats, depending on the type of content. Please refer to the Blackboard 

support web site for more information on which formats to choose and check out our guide on the 

limitations of Ally.  

 

Figure 3 A file in an Ultra Course with the Blackboard Ally icon highlighted. 

Conditional Availability 
For some material or assessments, instructors might choose to use Conditional Availability. This 

means that your content will be unavailable until a certain date and time, or only available after 

you have completed or interacted with the previous material. You can view the conditions for 

release by hovering your mouse over the item. 

Suggestion: You might have to refresh/reload the page to update the availability status if the next 

part does not immediately become available. 

 

Figure 4 A folder in an Ultra course with conditional availability switched on. 

Class Collaborate 
Class Collaborate provides an interactive online classroom or meeting place. To take part in a 

session, you must join it via the Details & Actions menu on the course content page. To view 

recordings of previous collaborate online meetings, click on the ellipsis icon and select “View all 

recordings”. 

 

https://help.blackboard.com/Ally/Ally_for_LMS/Student
https://help.blackboard.com/Ally/Ally_for_LMS/Student
https://learn-eu-central-1-prod-fleet01-xythos.content.blackboardcdn.com/5a33b54d59cd9/13387302?X-Blackboard-Expiration=1661526000000&X-Blackboard-Signature=ouqbncy33ym%2BFfqiDolSlVUV2oSlcN4cmrhhHpY3Atw%3D&X-Blackboard-Client-Id=301884&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D21600&response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27QGU11%2520Ally%2520Expectations%2520and%2520Limitations%2520for%2520staff.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEFsaDGV1LWNlbnRyYWwtMSJHMEUCIQDoRhqRuGpRDtLIf27Q%2B%2F%2B%2ByVVkXShk9ZO%2F%2ByIJg5IiggIgWJ2cvVqb1jblVJssQiBssP%2FE7JmaBmDx0qAtxQyIdbUq5QQI1P%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FARACGgw2MzU1Njc5MjQxODMiDDiHf%2BYUkTfEfZA8USq5BBvc%2FgW0eW2lxPIb%2B4jLhi3AIoH9LJAuiLyiLXQ2NQzCOiTadsRO0kKCdB7uRK%2FKl9L2mDLIc62LCZcw7V2VMDBY3V3Rtgt0TdNZ2hg35ryncrp5OQJ2wFrBX2gp%2B8tvy7shG4xL9FpleOEcmXBwqvY2FcgfEoY8BgsK0lCzinT0ebeLBOGGXHBi%2Bp67ktAtme52C3A6zYc%2FYoHcFYgkia6fHaOmzy%2FsNeNNuE088XM6dXEoJAVWE92RAXr5hziKILkXlKobYvbyvEwzuYhNL1iAiVHJO9fFSgcpWbYL7HGhoky8JijiFUvONlLdDVegrbFzTHF6ixvSmDHzUoBxkRCud68f38Z0PwkJBInRXFqrICzfhKqbuvnx9wq%2BgDefjABYyVdQ01xWeNTeFGY7IXdp49r5zTxj8LbGamsj6Jb2VddgDxR%2BxohuExmWxnJbDtdYpXkwh5MbWH2OMNIk2zpH9x8BfQNa1O8ksRxn5cMrr6WmaRvOcuXki%2F3ax2rPehddIehl%2FSKm0XpKYHAcSChXuiUI4fpA0gyKPff1MHATdb3ueyGJEEAkk1s2nO%2F8wbjDZLf8myU2vRNR8dzZyMUc9xo9I3MyKRbXMRQoFtYsd6%2BZ%2Faei5tzJOBQNv1y4i9t6b97kJr8FseaSNJpl3A7meDWvjROjInHUpLeEzMF08FKkLB9MO9u1YwjrFivynxJOOZTLLoWJZI47hvjqhIvw1WGrtYQEO68X4LJ5fZFUQflDZVLcDXXIMLfUopgGOqkB0LHPqbu9vCm5vmIRSo8S75D%2BSj%2FXrSh1MgMctmdu5%2Bhh9zdYWFWykaF4%2F82RIC48xB18f1R%2F5YdSklpQs8Pt1PnkMpuhLVsB03FBcr%2BvQ1mcNWauCdHl%2FYUafmYlSpfR0SFms%2FVlhf%2BvigTYJ3tQjdAmLw%2BI6FJjTKeS2LKmgh6ObKYWek5uMDGnOzFlmqQegTcsf1tVzdTOqyTA6IfPai%2BE5BZqB3FhQw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20220826T090000Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=21600&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAZH6WM4PLXPQGN2P5%2F20220826%2Feu-central-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=e0ab491fa78d88bc3600a44a67d169b0eac2e0dc35a2118a4d14e35177ce766b
https://learn-eu-central-1-prod-fleet01-xythos.content.blackboardcdn.com/5a33b54d59cd9/13387302?X-Blackboard-Expiration=1661526000000&X-Blackboard-Signature=ouqbncy33ym%2BFfqiDolSlVUV2oSlcN4cmrhhHpY3Atw%3D&X-Blackboard-Client-Id=301884&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D21600&response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27QGU11%2520Ally%2520Expectations%2520and%2520Limitations%2520for%2520staff.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEFsaDGV1LWNlbnRyYWwtMSJHMEUCIQDoRhqRuGpRDtLIf27Q%2B%2F%2B%2ByVVkXShk9ZO%2F%2ByIJg5IiggIgWJ2cvVqb1jblVJssQiBssP%2FE7JmaBmDx0qAtxQyIdbUq5QQI1P%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FARACGgw2MzU1Njc5MjQxODMiDDiHf%2BYUkTfEfZA8USq5BBvc%2FgW0eW2lxPIb%2B4jLhi3AIoH9LJAuiLyiLXQ2NQzCOiTadsRO0kKCdB7uRK%2FKl9L2mDLIc62LCZcw7V2VMDBY3V3Rtgt0TdNZ2hg35ryncrp5OQJ2wFrBX2gp%2B8tvy7shG4xL9FpleOEcmXBwqvY2FcgfEoY8BgsK0lCzinT0ebeLBOGGXHBi%2Bp67ktAtme52C3A6zYc%2FYoHcFYgkia6fHaOmzy%2FsNeNNuE088XM6dXEoJAVWE92RAXr5hziKILkXlKobYvbyvEwzuYhNL1iAiVHJO9fFSgcpWbYL7HGhoky8JijiFUvONlLdDVegrbFzTHF6ixvSmDHzUoBxkRCud68f38Z0PwkJBInRXFqrICzfhKqbuvnx9wq%2BgDefjABYyVdQ01xWeNTeFGY7IXdp49r5zTxj8LbGamsj6Jb2VddgDxR%2BxohuExmWxnJbDtdYpXkwh5MbWH2OMNIk2zpH9x8BfQNa1O8ksRxn5cMrr6WmaRvOcuXki%2F3ax2rPehddIehl%2FSKm0XpKYHAcSChXuiUI4fpA0gyKPff1MHATdb3ueyGJEEAkk1s2nO%2F8wbjDZLf8myU2vRNR8dzZyMUc9xo9I3MyKRbXMRQoFtYsd6%2BZ%2Faei5tzJOBQNv1y4i9t6b97kJr8FseaSNJpl3A7meDWvjROjInHUpLeEzMF08FKkLB9MO9u1YwjrFivynxJOOZTLLoWJZI47hvjqhIvw1WGrtYQEO68X4LJ5fZFUQflDZVLcDXXIMLfUopgGOqkB0LHPqbu9vCm5vmIRSo8S75D%2BSj%2FXrSh1MgMctmdu5%2Bhh9zdYWFWykaF4%2F82RIC48xB18f1R%2F5YdSklpQs8Pt1PnkMpuhLVsB03FBcr%2BvQ1mcNWauCdHl%2FYUafmYlSpfR0SFms%2FVlhf%2BvigTYJ3tQjdAmLw%2BI6FJjTKeS2LKmgh6ObKYWek5uMDGnOzFlmqQegTcsf1tVzdTOqyTA6IfPai%2BE5BZqB3FhQw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20220826T090000Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=21600&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAZH6WM4PLXPQGN2P5%2F20220826%2Feu-central-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=e0ab491fa78d88bc3600a44a67d169b0eac2e0dc35a2118a4d14e35177ce766b
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Figure 5 The Class Collaborate icon in the Details and Actions menu and the ellipses used to access 
previous recordings. 

The Calendar Page  
Here you can view any course-specific contact hours or due dates that your instructors have 

entered. 

Suggestion: You can see the calendar for all your courses together from the base navigation on 

MyAberdeen. 

The Discussion Page 
Here, both students and instructors can take part in course or group discussions. This can be a 

useful way to provide feedback, engage in your materials, or ask your fellow classmates for help. 

For some discussions, participation might be assessed (this is indicated by a due date). A speech 

bubble icon indicates that there are new posts in a discussion or a conversation. 

The Gradebook Page  
This is where your assessment feedback and provisional grades for the course are shown. It also 

shows the due dates for upcoming and past assignments, while the top right corner may display 

the current overall mark for the course if enabled by your Course Coordinator. 

 

Figure 6 The categories visible in the gradebook page. 

Tests and Assignments 
To complete a test or an assignment in a course, go to the course’s “Course Content” page and 

click on the test or assignment you wish to complete. A menu will appear on the right with basic 

information about the test/assignment, such as the due date and how many attempts you have to 

complete it in. To start an attempt, click on “Start Attempt” for assignments or “View 

Assessment” for tests on this menu. If you get more than one attempt this is also how you start 

your next attempt. 
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Figure 7 The information panel for an assignment with the ‘Start Attempt’ button visible. 

To submit a file to an assignment, click on the “paperclip” icon in the text editor. You can also type 

your response into the editor directly which will display your word count. Once you have 

answered all the questions or uploaded your files, make sure you click “submit” to submit your 

answers/file. 

 

Figure 8 The text editor in a Class Ultra assignment. 

Gradings 
After submitting a test which is automatically graded, you can click on “View submission” to 

review your attempt. If your submission requires grading, you will see “Submitted” instead of a 

grade. This means that the submission has been received but has not been graded yet. Click 

“Submitted” to view your submission. 
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Figure 9 An item which has been graded (left) and an item that has been submitted and is awaiting 
grading (right). 

Absence Report Form and Course Feedback Forms. 
With the Ultra Course view, the Absence Report Form and the Course Feedback Forms can be 

found on the Key resources page on the base navigation or via the Student Hub. 
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Further Resources 
• Toolkit: Collaborate 

• Toolkit: Accessibility for Users 

• Blackboard: Help for College or University Students 

• Blackboard: What is “Ultra”? 

• Blackboard Ultra: Types of Course Content  

• Blackboard Ultra: Announcements  

• Blackboard Ultra: Discussions 

• Blackboard Ultra: Messages 

• Blackboard Ultra: Blackboard Collaborate with the Ultra Experience 

• Blackboard Ultra: Notifications 

• Blackboard Ultra: Submit Assignments 

• Blackboard Ultra: Tests 

• Blackboard Ultra: Grades 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/toolkit/systems/collaborateultra/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/toolkit/skills/accessibility-for-users/
https://help.blackboard.com/Filter/Student/College_or_University
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Getting_Started/What_Is_Ultra
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Content/Types_of_Course_Content#ultra-access-content-in-a-course_OTP-5
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Content/Types_of_Course_Content#ultra-access-content-in-a-course_OTP-5
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Interact/Discussions#ultra-open-a-discussion_OTP-2
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Interact/Messages#ultra-messages-for-all-courses_OTP-6
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Interact/Blackboard_Collaborate/Blackboard_Collaborate_With_The_Ultra_Experience#ultra-access-blackboard-collaborate-from-your-course_OTP-4
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Stay_in_the_Loop/Notifications
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Assignments/Submit_Assignments#ultra-access-your-assignments_OTP-7
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Tests_and_Surveys#ultra-where-do-i-access-tests_OTP-10
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Grades#ultra-grades-for-all-courses_OTP-7

